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LETTER 



T O 



WILLIAM WILBERFORCE, ESQ^. 



SIR! 

THfi privilege, which you have claim-. 
ed and employed, of addrefling ** the higher 
*' and middle clafles of this country" on the 
jreligious fyftem " of profeffed Chriftians, 
*^ contrafled with real Chriftianity/' cannot 
be grudged with confiftency, in application to 
yourfelf, from one, according to the vulgar 
acceptation of thofc words, neither in the 
high nor middle clafs, but in the very loweji 
order of the community, in which we live. 
Your attention to religious fubjefts, in the 
midft of a corrupt and faithlefs generation, 
is regarded with more honour and approba- 
tion by none of your warmeft friends tnan 
by your opponent : nor> I believe, have your 
thoughts, fince we were contemporaries once 
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at Cambridge, and before that period, been 
rpore intenfely occupied in the fame fpecula- 
tions and purfuits, than mine. Our con- 
clufions, however, from thefe diligent re- 
fearche^ prove not only different, but in many 
points totally contradidory : yet, (for I am 
difpofed to pay no futile compliments and to 
facrifice no felf-applaufe, at the expence of 
conviction and iincerity, though ready to con- 
cede in your favour all that can poffibly be 
true) I prefume your purpofes and affec- 
tions to have been equally pure, equally 
zealous, and equally difpaflionate, with my 
Qwn. Perhaps, in confequence of your ela- 
borate publication, which, from the peculiar 
fituation and chara<fter of it's author, is likely 
to engage a confiderable portion of popular 
attention, it may be a circumflance not alto- 
gether unimportant to fome of our fellow- 
citizens, nor abfolutely unworthy of your owa 
regard, to contemplate fome prominent par- 
ticulars of our difagreement, and the grounds 
on which we differ. 

But, Sir ! my leading motive to this pub- 
lic and free addrefs had it's origin in that 
countenance, which the favourable opinion of 

your 
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your charadler, very generally entertained, as 
a fincere and pious Chriftian, has refledled orf 
the political cond^ift of thofe ftatefmen, whofe 
views you have promoted with eagernefs and 
conftancy ; and whofe interefts you have in-i 
terwoven with your own. It becomes on 
this account, I am perfuaded, a confideration of 
no mean concernment to Englifhmen at large 
to be fupplied with fome meafure of deter- 
mination, whether one, thus fandlified in the 
eftimation of his countrymen, — thus afllim- 
ing the dignified office of a religious ccnfor 
in fociety, — be indeed entitled to this large 
tribute of admiration, and illuminated with' 
that knowledge of his fubjed:, which has a 
claim to enfure his precepts a reverend ac- 
ceptance with his difciples. That reafonable 
poftulatum too, I apprehend, , is no lefs perti- 
nent to the fubjed: of Chriftianity, than to 
topics of philology and tafte ; founded on a 
requifite alliance between magifterial animad- 
verfion and perfonal accomplifhment ; 

Let fuch teach others, who themfelves excell ; 
And ceafure freely, who have written well. 

It was my primary intention to examine 
your publication in detail ; but this objeft I 
' ' - B2 fodn 
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ibon abandoned, as tedious, from the prolixity 
of your efFufions ; as unprofitable, from tbeir 
wildnefs ; as impra<5tic^ble, froni thbir indi-^ 
iflindion. Your fundamental principles are]i 
in my judgeiiientj^ fo cflentially erroneous, your 
whole conception of the Gofpel fo abfolutely 
incompatible with th? undifputed conduiSt and 
with the unequivocal di<3;ates of Christ him- 
self, as to render fuch a fpecific difcuiEon of 
your fentiments an undertaking of inextrica-^ 
ble and hopelefs perplexity, Every avenue tq 
conviftion, by which fuch arguments, as have 
been deemed eiFediual with rational enqui- 
rers, migjit he ?xpe(fted to approaph, is ob- 
flruftcd by fantaftical prepoiTeflions, by vi- 
fionary feelings, by an experimental percep-i 
tion of truth, not explicable on the known 
elements of vulgar reafoniiig, and only in^ 
telligible to the hapfpy illuminated devotee ; 

Af TO «-«», If^nvf 

XaTtfi»r— . 

I 

Your ear alone the myftic founds can g^in : 
Plebeians liften (lill> and ftill, in vain. 

Among this vulgar herd of unenlightened 
lluggifh catechumens I profefs my name alfo. 
•-- Suffer us, th?refore^ in the profccutiojj of 

this 
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this fubjefl:, to adopt a method of argmuen- ' 
tation better fuited to our fcantier knowledge 
and our grofs coi^ceptipns : and, if we prove 
i^t once miftaken and prefumptuous, let your 
fuperior illuminations, with charifable inter* 
pofition, reprefs our arrogance, and confiite 
pur erroi^s. 

* 

I; My firft objedl, then, fhall be an attempt 
to delineate fome ftriking features of eenuinc 
Chriftianity, according to my notion of that 
pure, fublime, and fimple inftitution: not 
by a deduftion from imaginary theories, but 
from indifputable premifes ; namely, 

I • The conduSl and cbaraSier of our Savi-^ 
our himfelf : and, 

%. From his precepts ^ 

At this equitable arbitration, yourfelf, I 
ftaift, will feel no inclination to demur. 

II. I fliall take the liberty of bringing the 
queftion home to your own ** life and bo- 
" fom.'\ I fliall venture to examine your pub- 
lic CQftdu^ in the c|-ucible of thefe criterions : 
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apoftle Peter; (Adl&, x. 38.) Who went about ^ 

DOING GOOD. \ 

If fome of our modern fanatics have con-» 
cehred accurately of gofpeUtruth, the epitome 
of our Saviour's excellence ihoukl have been 
circumfcribed by very different lines of cha-* 
iad:er ; by a copious difplay of comfortable 
iUuminationSy poiverful converfionsy fecret in-* 
fid/enciSy lookings unto God, or fome equivalent 
knpreffions; provided only, that the things 
thcmfelvcs were equally unintelligible and un- 
definable: the wild phantoms of defpicable 
ignorance, and befotted fuperftition, No^ 
Sir! the fublime reprefentation of confummate 
excellence is depicted in full beauty, and in 
matchlefs proportion, by five words only of 
fimplicity and fobemefs : He went about^ 
DOING good. The relief of human mijfery 
in all it's varieties and complications of di-^ 
ftrefs, the reformation of the vicious, the in- 
ftrudion of the ignorant, the confirmation of 
the virtuous, the confolation of the meek, the 
encouragement of the docile, the generous 
and indignant reprobation of demure hypo- 
crify with (harp untempered expreffion ;— r 
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^ diefe godlike purpofes, as the fole means of 
perfonal happinefs, by fulfilling the will of bis 
Fathtr and our Father^ df hh God and our 
God^ (John, xx.. 17.) through a<3:ive bcnevo-^ 
lence to the workmanfhip of the Creator, was 
the grand rule of conduift to the Mim of 
Nazareth i the fok occupation of his 
thoughts, the unceafing employment of his 
time, the devoted purpofe of his life. Hear 
the divine declarations of this unequalled {mtc- 
ceptor of mankind on the point before us* 
My meat is to do the will of him that fent 
mCf and to Jinijh his work: (John, iv. 34*) 
I was daily with you in the temple teaching : 
(Luke, xiv. 49.) 21? this end was I born^ 
and for this caufe came I into the worlds 
that I Jljould beat witnefs uHto the truth : 
(John, xviii. 37,) To him pofitive bene-^ 
fcence, and pofitive beneficence alone, invi- 
gorated and incited by pure principles of 
aftion, was the teft of merit, and the genuine 
charadleriftic of Chriftian fandity. Feelings^ 
and vijionsy afid experiences ^ and inexplicable 
grdccy unaccompanied by fervices to men, and 
' unauthcnticatcd by fuch fervices, is a vile 
jargon, unknown to the Saviour of mankind, 

C . and 



( lo ) 

*^hd unrecorded in the oracles of truth. Thtf 
Gofpel abhors appearances without realities j it 
acknowledges no faith as a meritorious opera- 
tion of the heart or intelled:, but the faith ex- 
empliiied and fubftantiated by the vitality of 
works. We -are commanded to raife upon 
Cur faith 'a. noble fuperftrudlure of virtue f 
kn(yivkdgey temperance ^ patience^ godlinefsy bro- 
therly kindnefiy charity, (2 Pet. i. 5— 8.)— of 
all the perfonal and relative duties of humani- 
ty; if we wifli to prove ourfclves the followers 
znA friends of Chrift, f John> xv. 4.) not in word 
Only, but in deed and in truth. The virtues 
and graces of the Gofpel, like thofe of it's 
illuftrious'proclaimer, are adtivity and exercife; 
not torpid influences, and indolent fenfations : 
no ftagnant pool of devotional mummeries, of 
infipid myfticifm, that cumbers the ground, 
and pollutes the atmofphere ; but a faliibrious 
cxpanfion of living waters, difperfing health, 
animation, and fertility, through the earth; 
and fpringing up into everlajiing life: (John, 
iv. 10. 14.) 

2. But in the precepts of our Lord we 
ihall find a more circumflantial configuration 
of the Chriftian charafter ; and, if poffible, 
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fcarcely a lefs interefting alid important pic- 
ture, than in his life: a life,. publicly diA 
played on the theatre of human adion, but a 
mere particle of time. 

Oftendunt terris hunc tantum fata, neque ultra 
Efle finunt. Nimium vobis Romana propago 
Vifa potens, Superi 1 propria hsec fi dona fuiffent. 

. I . For the firft inftance of the moral in- 
ilitutions of the Gofpel, Jefus hath . there 
taught us the perfe^ibHtty of human nature, 
beyond any aflignable limits of progreffive 
virtue. This moft fublime doftrine, which 
the unlearned arrogance of modern philofophy 
^as ufurped as it's own difcovery, though 
it flood on record, as openly promulgated 
j^ighteen centuries ago by the carpenter's fon 
of Galilee, is laid down with unqueftionable 
precifion in the fallowing comprehenfive ex- 
hortation : Be ye therefore perfeSt^ even as your 
Father y which is in heaven^ is perfeSi : (Matt. 
V. 48.) The fame conclufion is deducible 
from a parallel injunflion of the apoftle Paul, 
with equal clearnefs ; an injunction, founded 
on our intelleftual refemblance to the uni- 
verfal parent of oiir race. Be ye^ therefore ^ 
followers of God, as dear children: (Eph. v, i.) 
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To this tffpA alfo will amount by reafbn^ 
able inference that admonitory inritation of 
the writer to the Hebrews ; T^ber^qre^ leav^ 
ing the principles of the doSlrine of Cbrift^ lei 
us go on unto perfeSlion : (vi. i .) 

By thefc perfpicupus pofitions of fcriptural 
authority are decidedly confuted thofe frivolous 
and profligate maxims of fomc modern advo-* 
cates for corruption in ecclefiaftical and po- 
litical eftablifhments, who endeavour to re-^ 
concile the credulous, the timid, the illite^ 
nite, and unrefledting, to their abjcd fyftcnis 
of conformity, upon this ignominious pre- 
tence ; That the generality of mankind has 
<^lways been, and ^ways muft continue, de- 
praved and ignorant ; that we, extravag^t 
refwmers ! indulge a vain theory, when we 
cx;patiate on the prafticabilitj^ of a form of 
government and a general conftitution of 
pivil djfciplinc, which fl^all meliwate, beyond 
all competition v^ith our degraded condition 
at this moment, the moral and intelledual 
charader of the fpecjes : which fhall exalt, 
by gradual improven^ent, the denizens of thifit* 
terreftrial habitation to a fpiritualifed ftate of 
purity little loiter than the angels: (Heb. ii. 9.) 

Vnlefs, 
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Unlefs, however, the Jigns of the time de* 
ceive mc, thefe days of rejiitution and refrejh^ 
ment^ (A<9:s, iii. 2Q, 21.) after fo calamitous a 
iperiod of fupine ignorance, paflive thralldom, 
and flavifh debafement of all that is noble and 
generous in man, have commenced their glo-P 
rious career with rapid ftrides, and are march- 
ing with an acceleration, which no tyranny 
can impede, from their goal in our vicinity, 
to the precinfts of the univerfe. 

> ■ ■ ■ — f^rrea primum 



Defmit, ac toto furgit gens aurea mundo* 

Ogr age of Iron wanes with quick decay; 
And man exulting hails his Golden day* 

2. Peace and reconciliation y in their moft 
extenfive import, whether of man to God or 
to his fellow \ univerfal and unbounded love, 
ijiot circumfcribed by incidental difcrimina- 
tipns of country, colour, or opinion ; — thefe 
endearing principles, of a vigorous renovating 
quality, are inculcated in every page of the 
Gofpel, with afFe(3tionate folicitude and un- 
wearied importunity. Feace I leave with 
you I my peace I give unto you i (John, xiv. 
27*) was among the laft admonitions of our 
jppft amiable mailer, f who /pake as never man 
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fpdke $ John, vii. 46.) to his difconfolatc 
difciples before that confummation of mag^ 
panimity and bene volei><:e, his voluntary fuf- 
peniioaonthe crois. But itwere fuperfluou$ 
to invjeftigate through the fcriptures of the 
New TeAament a multit^ide of texts in cor- 
roboration of this acknowledged doftrine of 
Chriftianity, whofe herald is emphatically 
ftyled THE PjiiNCE OF JPeace ; (Ifaiah, ix. 
6.) All thole precepts of mutual forbearance 
and foft afFeftion, exhibited under fuch im- 
preflive fijgure§ and animated phraj&ology 
from Matthew, v. 38 — 48. which exceed, in 
native fublimity and fimplc elegance,, the 
moral leflbns of every other fage and in^ 
ftruftor, in w;hatever time or country, among, 
the moft accomplifhed nations of antiquity, 
beyond all pretenfions of comp vifon j — thofe 
precepts, I fay, diredtly and explicitly infer 
PACIFIC PRINCIPLES, uuivcrfal and unqua-^ 
Jified, to be of the very efTence of the Gofpel, 
and an . indifpenfable conftitution of Chrifr 
tianity. There is one pafTage, however, fo 
eminently pprtinent and energetic/ of fuch 
awful 4enunciation againft the man of bloop, 
th^t I fhould deem myfelf inexcufable for widir 
Jjolding it from my readers on this opcafion. 

And 
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And behold^ Simpn Peter Jiretched out his 
handy and drew his /word, and fmote the high^ 
prieji' s fervant^ and cut off bis ear. Then /aid 
Jefus unto Peter ^ Put up thy /word into it's 
place. The cup, which my Father hath given 
me^ Jhall I not drink it ? All they, that 

TAKE THE SWORD, SHALL PERISH BY THE 

sword: (Matt. xxvi. 51, 52, John, xviii. 10, 
1 1 .) A truth, ripe for completion in our day. 

But we fhall have an opportunity of dwell- 
ing more particularly on this topic in the 
fequel ; and I therefore only obferve in 
pafling, what delegable Chriftians peradven- 
ture they muft be, and what a precious Chrif- 
tianity beyond all controverfy they muft pro- 
fefs, who can in any poflible manner or 
degree, under any fuppofable circumftances 
whatfoever, co-operate with the military exe- 
cutions of war and murder on their fpecies ! 

Aff7tru^9 a9c/Ai9T0(9 avtoTto^m tarit txtivo);^ 
*Oi 7ro>,t[Ae fgar«».— Homer, II. ix. 63. 

Curs*d IS the man, and void of law and right, 
Unworthy property, unworthy h'ght. 
Unfit for public rule, or private care. 
That WRETCH, that monster, who delights 
IN war: 

Whofe 
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Whofe luft 18 MURDER, and whofe horrid joy^ 
to tear his country, al^d his kind destroy; 

Pope. 

'* Oh ! my foul ! come not thou into theii* 
'* fccrct : unto their aflembly, mine honour ! 
•* be not thou united. Woe is mc^ that I 
** ibjoum in Mefech ; that I dwell in th^ 
" tents of Kedar ! My foul hath long dwelt 
with him that hateth peace. I am foif 
peace; but, when I fpeak, they are for 
war :" (Gen. xlix. 6. Pfalm, cxx. 5, 6.) 
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3 . After a confcientioils performance of our 
duty, after a life in the main conformable to 
the dictates of the Gofpel, and habitually de- 
voted to the will of God, the precepts of 
Chrift authgrife in his followers a degree of 
manly confidence in the goodnefs and pro- 
mifes of their divine mafter; notwithftand-*. 
ing fome occafional violations of determined 
purpofe ; fome tranfient deviations fi-om a 
general reftitude of courfe. Thefe irre- 
gularities are too frequent, alas ! and too 
flagrant with the moft circumfpeft ainong 
us in the prefent flagitious confl:itution of 
fociety, and amidft the enormous depra- 
vities of civil governments: under an un- 

to\vardlinefs 
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iowardlinefs of circumftances, that leaves 
but a fimple pojdibility for the loweft ordera 
of the people to emerge from the abjed: con- 
dition of beafts of burden ; whilft their intel- 
lectual and moral capacities are negledted, 
dehafed, and proftituted, to the vile projedts 
of their tafkmafters^ and their natural and re- 
ligious privileges are trampled in the duft^ In 
this view, eternal life is ftipul? ''^d to us on aper- 
formance of the commandment s^ and a propor- 
tidnate communication of our fubftance, after 
our ability, to.the neceffities of our poorer bre- 
thren : (Matt.xix, i6 — 22.) Tb dojujily^ and to 
love mercy ^ and to walk humbly with our God^ 
(Mieah, yi. 8.) is all that is required of^us by 
the Lord's is made a fure condition of his 
prefent favour and future recompence- Him$ 
that cometh to me^ fays our Mailer himfelf, / 
will in no wife cajl out : (John, vi. 37.) From 
thefe and a copious variety of other paflages, 
which it were fuperfluous to colled:, or enu- 

r 

merate, for readers eonverfant in the fcrip- 
tures, to whom alone our appeal is made, 
this conclufion is abundantly deducible : That, 
though we are, indeed, in the Scriptural ex- 
preflion, unprojitable fervantSy (Luke, xvii. 
10.) of no fuppofeable benefit to our mailer; 
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without any previous and original jclaim on his 
bounty ; indebted to his mercies for our life, 
our faculties, our opportunities, and all out 
enjoyments : ftill, as he was gracioufly pleafed 
to receive us into covenant, and has engaged 
his protedion and reward by certain ftipuk- 
tions propofed on his part and performed on 
our's ; — ' fince, moreover,, the very effence of 
his nature is ipohtaneous beneficence, and a 
fatherly aflfedlion to the creitures of his hand ;. 
— fince we are perfuaded, on the fureii 
grounds of convidtiori, fronl the fuggcftion^ 
of reafon and fi'om the documents of reve- 
lation, that he will not be extreme to mark 
what is done amifs : upon ' thefe principles, I 
fay, men, whofe conduct has been general 
ly irreproachable and under the guidance of 
Gofpel principles, may look up with aflfurance 
to their Maker,^ and expedt remuncratioh at 
his hands. To form a conclufion dififerent 
from this, is to change the benevolent Parent 
of manlcind into a harfh exaftor of his dues^. 
reaping where he did not fowy and gathering 
where he had not feat tered y (Matt. xxv. 24.) 
is to transform our divine mafter into an in- 
confiftent and delufive mocker of expcdlation ;. 
invefls him with qualities, which would render 

8 even 
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even a fe^ow-creature odious in our eyes; 
converts, in fliort, the whole evangelical fyf- 
tem into a fcheme of abfurdity and contra^ 
didiion, and belies our primary, unalterable, 
and clear perceptions of truth and juftice. 
What are we to think, then, of that de^ 
fpicable cant, that hypocritical humility, of 
fome modern religionifts, which leads them 
to fpeak of themfelves, after a life confcicn- 
tioufly devoted, according to their own views 
of fcrip^ure, to the will of God, as the moft 
miier able and abandoned of iinners ? Yet 
this. Sir 1 is the whining piety, the flavi£b 
fuperftition, of yourfelf and your adherents* 
But we have not received tbejpirit of bondage 
again to fear, but we have received the. fpirit 
cf adoption ; whereby we cry, Abba^ Father 1 
(Rom. viii. 15.) There is indeed no fear 
(i Jc^n, iv. 18.) in the true believer: he 
acquiefces, a calm expedtant ! in humble con- 
fidence, and with more than trembling hopes, 
knowing that what God has promifed, he will 
perform : in a holy compofure of ipirit, 
patient, tranquil, and refigned 3 not with the 
hcfitating apprehenfions of ^Jervant, but with 
the chearful aflurancc of a fon, and a joints 
heir with Chriji, (Gal. iv. 7, Rom. viii. ij.) 

D z that 
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t 

that he fhaj| finally lay hold on eternal life i 
(i Tim, vi. 19.) Paul indeed ftyled himfelf 
the chief of Jihners : (i Tim. i. 15.) Arid 
well he might. Gonfider the cafe attentive- 
iy. He had perfecuted^ bounds and imprifonidp 
with blind zeal and unrelenting raneour, his 
fellow-countrymen, for a mere difference of 
opinion ; for prefuming to employ the impre- 
fcriptible privilege of rationality in judging 
and afting for themfelves : nay, more ; he 
had glutted his eyes, and defiled hi^ hands^ 
with the dying agonies and the righteous 
felood of the proto-martyr Stephen! (A6ts, 
vii. 58. xxii. 20- xxvi. 10, ri.) Surely, 
furely, William Pitt, with his fanguinary 
fraternity, whom you love, Mr. Wilberforce f 
and his defpotic administration, which you 
fupporty and are become in confequence a par- 
taker of tiieir monftrous guilt j — flirely thefe 
regular ftatefmen, I fay, will be numbered 
with the laft imitators of perfecuting Saul^ 
W'ith the laft perpetrators of fuch unfpeakable 
atrocities, fuch inexpiable crimes, as thefe ! ! I 
I faw under the altar the fouls of them^ that 
%vere Jlainfor the word ofGody and for the tef 
timonyy which they held-, and they cried with a 
loud voice y faying : How long, Lord I holy 
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4ind true, dojh thou not judge and avenge our 
blood on them that di^ell on the earth ? {Kcv^ 
m. 9. lO;) 

4. Though I am not folicitous to specify 
every charafteriftic do6trine of Chriftianity, or 
>aim at the difficult attempt of illuftrating all 
it's excellencies, witha cireumftantial copiouf- 
nefs unneceflary on this occafion; yet in 
addreffing you, Sir ! it will in no wife be 
impertinent to obferve, that the religion of 
Jefus fs a fyftem, not of ceremonies j but_ of 
fervices. Anxious fcruples, (Matt, xxiii, 23. 
25.) oftentatious formalities, (verr. 5. 14. 28.) 
demure grimace, (vi. 16.) longbabblingprayersy 
and indeed all but private prayers y (ver. 5 — 9.) 
faftings, and fimilar aufterities, are difcoun- 
tenanced, or condemned, by exprefs decla- 
rations of the Gofpel. Such formalities, in 
faft, are wholly inconfiftent with a genuine 
profeflion of our rehgion in fpirit and in 
truth \ (John, iv. 23, 24.) with this fublime 
refined fcheme of mental worfhip and in* 
temal purity. Our devotional conftitution of 
foul, our filent principle of duty, is neither 
invigorated nor improved by the irifpedlion 
of many who looketJp on the outward appearance 

onlY^ 
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only, but by the confciouffiefs oF his eye, 
who looketh on the heart : (i Sam. xvi. 7.) 
As far as we find our aiFedtions warmed and 
our praftice benefited by ritual performances, 
we are furniflied with a criterion of our im- 
perfeft advances in the true ChriiHan cha^ 
rader, and our inadequate conceptions of the 
powers of the GofpeL Ceremonial obfer- 
vances are the milk fuited to babes in Ghrift : 
Heb. V. 12, 13. When we arrive at the 
fulljiature of perfed: manhood, (Eph. iv. 13.) 
when our fenfes, from exercife and •experi- 
ence, fhall be able to dijcern between good and 
evil; we may exped to relifh ihtjlrong meat 
of Chriftianity, and fhall venture to put away 
thefe childijh things : (Heb, v. 14. i Cor. xiii^ 

I 

5, pcclefiaftical oppreffion, religious impb- 
fitions, perfecutions, and civil Tyranny, in all 
the fhapes of that horrid fiend, are diametri- 
cally oppofite to the liberal fpirit of the 
Chriftian difcipline, and are moft exprefely 
and energetically condemned by it. No modes 
of convidion, beyond the gentle procefs of 
calm perfuafion and rational appeal, are au5« 
thorifed by the gofpel of Jefus Chrift. He, 

that 
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that hafh ears to bear^ let bim bear ; (Matt- 
^iii. 9,) wats the uniform maxim of the ge- 
nerous founder of our religion. He allowed no 
majiers^ no rabbis^ v^ fat hers y upon earthy 
(Matt, xxiii, 7 — 11.) no lordly interferences 
of councils or fynods, of emperors or popes, 
of parliaments or prelates, or even royal de-- 
fenders of the faith ! with his fupreme and 
folfe authority in that fpiritual dominion over 
the minds juid confciences of his fubjedts. 
No high-prieft of mere mortal ordinatipn caa 
rufti with impunity into this fandtuary of the 
heart. Every fpecies of church eftablifli- 
toent, all human formularies of religious doc- 
trine^ all compulfory fubfcriptions to creeds^ 
and articles, and canons, that contemptible 
trumpery of ignorant, lazy, mercenary,, and 
impudent ecclefiaftics ! are a diredl profana- 
tion of the fandtity of the Gofpel, a profligate 
ufurpation on the unalienable rights of pri^ 
vate judgement, and an audacious rebellion 
againft the fovereignty of the fole commif- 
fioned legiflator of Jehovah^ No foundation 
xan any man lay^ beyond what is already Icudy 
Jefus the Chrift : (i Cor. iii. ri.) Neither 
golJy nor fiver y nor precious fionesy and much 
lefs thofe bafer materials of woody hay^ and 

fubbUy 



Jtuhhle\ laid on this foundation by flaviflfe 
churchoGien, the defpicable engines of civil 
tyranny ! will be long endured in connexioiv 
with that fpotlefs and fimple principle, which 
abhors all feculaf- and carnal contaft. 

Non tamen uUa roagi^ praefens fortuna lalromm eft^ 
Quam fV quw potuit ferro refcindere fttmmum 
Ulceris os : alitur vitium, vivitcpie tegendo, 
Dum medicas adhibere manus ad vulnera paftor 
Abnegat, aut meliora deo^ fedet omina pofcens. 

Such antichriflian phantoms of bur dreary/ 
Jky^ I have no doubt, will foon vinifh, with 
the beafts of darknefs, before tfie piercing 
beams of Liberty and Science. Hhe night is 
far /pent: the day is at hand: (Rom. xiiu 
12.) l^he Lord will prefently confume thefe 
dark iniquities^ this delujioni and thefe lies of 
Satan, with thefpirit of bis mouth \ and dejiroy 
them with the brightnefs of his coming : 
(2 ThefT. ii. 7 — i2.j In the mean time, 
however, if thefe men trouble us, and pervert 
the gofpel of Chrijl ; if they preach any other 
gofpeU than that delivered in the fcriptures ; 
if they teach, for doSirines^ the commandments of 
men; — an authority, paramount and antece- 
dent to all incidental regulations or connexions 

with 
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with local governments, commands us to r^- 
jeSlxh&rxii, (Gal. vii. lo. Matt. xv. 9.) 

But fome paflages of the Chriftian volume 
are, in relation to this fubjeft of religious do- 
mination and perfecution, fo eminently fub-* 
lime and beautiful as to merit diftind: recital 
and ocular exhibition in thefe pages* 






Another parable put h^ forth unto them, 
faying : The kingdom of heaven is likened 
" unto a man, which fowed good feed in his 
** field : but, while men flept, his enemy 
*' came and fowed tares among the wheat, 
** and weiit his way. But, when the blade 
^* was fprung up, and brou^t forth fruit, then 
" appeared the tares alfo. So the fervants of 
** the houfliolder came and faid unto him : 
** Sir ! didft thou not fow good feed in thy 
** field ? Whence then hath it tares ? He 
I ** faid unto them : An enemy hath done this. 
*^ The fervants faid unto him : Wilt thou 

*^ THEN, THAT WE GO AND GATHER THEM 

" " UP ? But he faid : Nay ; lest, while yb 

** GATHER UP THE TARES, YE ROOT UP 
"ALSO THE WHEAT WITH THEM. LeT 
•* BOTH GROWTOGETHER UNTIL THE HAR- 

E ** VEST : 
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VEST : and, in the rime of harvcft, I will fay. 

to the reapers, gather ye together firft the 
** tares, and bind them in bundles to burn 
" them ; but gather the wheat into my barn:" . 
(Matt. xiii. 24 — 31.) 1 

You fee here. Sir ! a didtate of confum-- 
mate wifdom, tranfcribed, to prevent mifap- 
prehenfion and difregard, as it were, with a 
fun-beam ; a moft engaging piece of parabolic 
hiftory, prohibitory of all interpofition with 
the moral and religious fentiments of indi- 
viduals; fentiments, not cognizable indeed at 
the bar of a human judicature:— -a precept 
of anticipation and forefight, directly levelled 
againfl: intolerant churchmen and defpotic 
legiflators, who blend penalties, reftridlions, 
punifliments, civil difabilities, or fecular in- 
terferences of any kind, with the Ipiritual 
interefts of the Gofpel. 

But, to dwell a little longer on this mo- 
mentous topic ; 

juvat ufque morari, 

Et conferre gradum : 

we are here prefented with a divine pre- 
fcription, which neither dulncfs can mifin- 

terpret. 
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tcrprct, fophiftry confound, nor artifice evade. 
But, ^' No ;" fays the church of England, 
with all the hierarchical infolence of Papal 
ufurpation : ** You cannot learn the Gofpel 
5* from the fcriptures only ; you muft not ex- 
** pedl to find it there. I will tell you where 
** pure Chriftianity is to be contemplated in 
it's perfection ; namely, in my articles and 
canons : and, if you want befides a mofl 
** perfpicuous interpretation of them, you 
** muft have recourfe by all means to that 
*^ goodly manual and moft pregnant epitome 
** of found docftrine, the Athanasian 
** CREED !! ! Moreover, if your obftinacy 
'* and ftupidity be fo deplorably incurable, 
" as to refufe acceptance of all thefe incom- 
** prehenfible bleflings at my hands, and 
hefitate at the verity of their contents alfo, 
you Ihall not only, without doubt, pe- 
" RiSH EVERLASTINGLY, (wliich is a trifle) 
*^ but be debarred from all the good things 
** of Church and State ; all thofe fat fops 
** and feyvoury meats, that are referved for 
" fuch obedient children, as love me, and 
** his Majejiy's minijiry for the time beings itf 
^^ fincerity.'* 

E ^ Anotl^if 
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Another paflage of the New Teftament^ 
not lefs obfervablc and impreflivc, occurs in 
the Adts of the Apoftles, chap. v. ver. 34— 
4 1 . which it were unpardonable to fuppreft 
or abridge ^ replete as it is with Angular mag- 
nanimity and intrinfic wifdom, and of univer- 
fal reference to all difcuffion/ civil or rcli^ 
gious. 

" Then flood there up one In the council, 
** a Pharifee, named Gamaliel, a doftor of the 
** law, had in reputation among all the peo- 
*^ pie j and commanded to put the Apoftles 
*^ forch a little fpace, and faid unto them : 
*^ Ye men of Ifrael ! take heed to yourfelvcs 
** what ye intend to do as touching thefe men, 
** For before thefe days rofe up Theudas, 
** boafting himfelf to be fomebody ; to whom 
'* a nuinber of men, about four hundred, 
*' joined themfelves : who was flain, and all, 
** as many as obeyed him, were fcattered, 
*< and brought to nought, 

•' After this man rofe up Judas of Galilee, 
** in the days of the taxing; and drew away 
<« muc;h people after him. He alfo periflied; 

^'and 
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** and all, eveq as jpn^ny as obeyed him, were 
** difperfed, 

*• And now I fay unto you. Refrain from 

** THESE MEN, AND LET THEM ALONE I 

^^ for, if this counfel, or this work, be of 
** men, it will come to nought ; but, if it 
*' be of God, ye cannot overthrow it : left 
^* haply ye be found to fight even againft 
*' God. And to him they agreed/' 

Can you tell me. Sir ! what fenatorial de- 
cifion ever exceeded, for manly candour, for 
judicious difcrimination, for plain unfophif- 
ticated fenfe, this admirable fuggeftion of the 
Jewiih dodtpr ? The coUeftive annals of hu- 
man intelledt and genius have not regiftered 
a tranfadion, more declaratory of honeft in- 
tention, more honourable to the fpirit of 
moderation and found policy, than that be- 
fore us. Such, indeed, will ever be the uni- 
form language of ingenuous men, warped by 
no felfifh confiderations, unbiased by lu- 
crative expeftancies, confcious of a redlitude 
of purpofe, and engaged in the confcientious 
Jfiipport of a righteous fyftem. For every one 
that doeth evil batetb the lights neither comet h 

to 
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to the lights left his deeds Jhould he convi£ie4i 
hut be, that doeth truths cometh to the lighty 
that his deeds may be made mar^ifefl^ that they 
are wrought in God: (John iii. 20, 21.) 

Thieves court the night, but Truth defies the fun. 

Now the decifions of modem Judges and 
Attornies- General would be couched, I trow, 
in language very diffimUar to that of the If- 
ra^litilji fage ; and fomething, perhaps, in the 
ftyle of the following gracious expoftulation : 

/ 

" Culprit ! we would have you to under- 
** ftand, that our government, of which we 
** are the difinterefted fervants, is an abfo- 
** lutely good government ; and we will not 
*^ fuiFer any man to fpeculate upon it, nor in- 
/^ dulge himfelf in the vain hope of mending 
" what the King, who can do no wrong, and 
** the wifdom of parliament y have fo often de- 
" dared to be, adual Perfedion. TVe know 
it to be fo by experimental fympathy : the 
grofs and ignorant multitude are no judges 
" of fuch delicate queftions. Sir ! you have 
** been guilty of an unpardonable offence in 
** difcuffing thefe myftcries in what you call a . 

8 ^* rational 
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•* rational way, and truly ! in endeavouring 
*^ to miflead your countrymen, amidft th^c 
*' enjoyment of unknown happinefs and pro- 
** fperity. This fpecies of outrage and pro- 
** ianation. Sir ! in men, whofe only duty is 
** obedience, muft not be endured with im- 
** punity. Sir ! to be brief with you> we will 
** illuminate your underllanding, and confer 
** true benefit on the community, by giving 
** you full opportunity of meditating more 
** maturely on this fubjeft, in an inacceflible 
** baftikj or during 2i 'fourteen years* Jlavery 
^*. among thieves and cut-throats at Botany 
'' Bayr 

Even the public orator^ at Cambridge, and 
that arcb'hypocritey your fellow-traveller, Mr. 
Wilberforce ! will not deny this procefs to 
be a moft efficacious method of convidtion and 
reformation ; extremely proper to be adopted 
in the exijling circumjiances by a regular go-^ 
'uernmenty under the profperous aufpices of our 
immaculate and heaven-born prime-minifter ! 
who, happily for his own country and man- 
kind ! at length, acquiefces in the uncorrupt 
decifions of the legiflature, and has long dif- 
abufed himfelf of thofe filly notions of re- 
formation. 



( 3^ ) 

formation, which once deluded the imma« 
lurity of his linderftandiflg ! 

If our moft reverend and right reverend 
prelates with the <vifc fenators of the lower 
Houfe fhould hfear a grave preacher defcanting 
upon the cruel perfecutions, which the firft 
ChriiHans endured ; and how their fmall 
fociety fbon dilated itfelf under oppreffiori aiid 
feverity through the habitable globe ; they 
would acknowledge themfelves convinced by 
the ftatement of the orator, and would clearly 
difcern the extreme folly of coercive mea- 
fures in that inftance: not aware, in the 
mean time, becaufe of that judicial blindnefs, 
which accompanies a mind under the domi- 
nion of habitual depravity, that- they were 
purfuing the very meafures, which their own 
unperverted judgefnent had deliberately con- 
demned in a cafe abfolutely correipondent 
in all it's parts. 

6. But to proceed, and conclude this divi- 
fion of my fubjedt, by the moft important of 
all topics' in the preferit crifis of affairs. The 
Christian Religion then, I fay, is afyftem 
of Equality, in the moft rigorous and ex- 
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tenfive acceptation of that term. It is vain to 
palliate, as it is impbflible to deny, in my opi- 
nion, this inevitable and plain conclufion* 
That univerfality and diffufion of bene volence, 
which teach the votaries of the Gofpel to em- 
brace collective man with the arm^ of bro- 
therly afFeftion, is incompatible with every fpe- 
cies of hereditary political diftindlion ; is irre- 
concileable with every degree of ariftocratical 
fuperiority. The feljfifhnefs, the intolerance, 
the peculiar depravity, more or Icfs inlepa- 
rable, through the unalterable connexion of 
caufe and efFeft, even from the moft gentle and 
amiable natures ; — thefe fruits, I fay, of edu- 
cational fingularities in Nobility, generally 
Ipeaking, can no more unite with the meek, 
unafTuming, condefcenfive,and aflbciating qua- 
lities of evangelic love, than the heterogeneous 
materials of the prophetic image, .(Dan. ii. 
43.) the iron and the clay, could incorporate 
with each other. I am limply adverting 
here to the univerfal and undeniable tenden- 
cies of things ; nor would I be Linderftood 
to fuppofe, that the moft fublime virtues and 
moft endearing benevolent affedlions may not 
fubfift in the fphere of exalted ranks. I af- 
fert merely, that the education df thefe higher 

F * clalTes, 
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clafles, their early habits and modes of life, 
their affluent expedtations, are a grievous 
ftumbling-block in their way ; and mtf/i im- 
pede in feme degree the freedom of their 
progrefs in running the race of Virtue and 
Immortality. Sure I am, that a day will 
come, and is even now at the door of fome 
European nations, when the clouds of vulgar 
fuperftition and the mifts of infentile prejudice, 
that encumber and pollute the atmofphere of 
focial life, whilft they intercept the inteU 
ledlual profpedls of the mind, will be purged ' 
from our horizon ; when a clear iky will fhed 
it's unfullied fplendours and benign influences 
on the human race : 

—— .i^ — " .. I ■ circumfufa repente 



Scindit fe nubes, et in sethera purgat apertum. 

Then fuch monftrous folecilms in religion 
and reafon, as eftabliftied churches, hereditary 
diftindtions and immunities, &c. &c. will only 
exift in the records of antiquated hiftory, as 
awful monuments of the wickednefs, infii- 
tuation, and calamities of mankind. 

But obferve. Sir! with what earneftnefs 
and pathos, the leffons of humility, of reci- 
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I 

procal fervice, of die meckeft condefcenfion, 
of the kindeft fympathy, and of undiftinguifh* 
jng philanthropy, are inculcated on his dif- 
ciples by the benevolent Saviour of the world ; 
who difplayed in his own perfon an example 
of modefty and mildnefs, utterly fiibverfive of 
iall ufurped domination and tranfhiitted privi- 
lege. 

*^ And there was alfo a iliife ^mong his 
^* difciples, which of them fliould be account- 
ed the greateft. But Jefus faid unto them : 
Ye know, that the kings of the Gentiles 
clxercife lordfhip over them ; and they that 
'* are great, exercife authority upon then^. 
** But it ihall not be fo among you ; but, 
** whofoever will be great among you, let him 
•* be your minifter ; and, whofoever will be 
'* chief among you, let him be your fervant. 
** Even as the Son of Man came not to be 
*• miniftercd unto, but to minifter ; and to 
*' give his life a ranfonj for many : " (Matt. 
XX. 25—29. Luke xxii. 24—28.) 

V * 

Impartiality, however, and a I0V9 for the 
true principles of fair criticifm, call upQ». me 
\fi. declare, that the latter fentence is exhibited 
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with a very material tranfpofition of jArafe, 
and variety of readings, in fome MS copies of 
the New Teftament, belonging to the Impe- 
rial library at Vienna, and other royal repofi- 
tories, that might be mentioned, if a fcrupu- 
lous detail of fuch minutiae were expedient . 
on this opcafion : 

In wcftern cjime there is a town, 

To thofe that dwell therein well knownj 

Therefore, there needs no more be faid here ; 

We unto them refer our reader. 

For brevity is very good. 

When w' are, or are not, underftood#. 

Jndeed, the variations here fpoken of are 
delineated in rid ink, which betrays the 
hand of a modern interpolator ^ and fland as 
follows : 

** Even as the kivgs of the ijles came not to 
** minifler, but to be miniftered unto ; and to 
** give ih life of many myriads a ranfom for 
f* their own pleafureJ' 

Sir ! I leave you, and your minifterial par- 
fifans, aflifted by the wifdom of Parliament j 
to balance the refpedtive excellence of thefc 

read- 
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readings, to fettle thefe curious ^ aberrations 
x)f flumbering tranfcribers, and to point ou|; 
the fources of their miflake : 

Non noflrum inter vos tantas componere Iltes. 

Again : — " So, after Jefus had waflied 
f^ their feet, and had taken his garments, and 
5* was fet down again, he faid unto them: 
5* Know ye, what I have done unto you ? Ye 
" call me Mafter and Lord : and ye fay well ; 
** for fo I am. If I then, your Lord and 
i** Mafter, have waflied your feet, ye alio 
ought to wafti one another's feet. For I 
have given you an example, that ye ftiould 
do as I have done, td you. Verily, verily, 
f* I fay unto you. The fervant is not greater 
** than his lord ; neither he, that is fcnt, 
.** greater than he that fent him. If ye know 
f* thefe things, happy are ye, if ye do them :■' 
(John, xiii. I2 — 18.) 

But I fliall not multiply quotations in fup- 
port of a proposition, loudly proclaimed and 
indubitably demonftrated, by every adlion of 
our Saviour's life, and every precept of his 
tongue. I conclude then, that the pure fpirit of 
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Ae Gofpel, operative through the whole mafs 
of the creation, is the life of every man alike j 
that it comprehends, and fhould pervade every 
profeflbr, from the beggar on the dunghill, 
(i Sam, ii. 8.) to the monarch that Jittetb 
on his throne: (Exod. xi. 5.) It is altogether 
frivolous and inapplicable, or liniverfally and 
undiftinguifhably pertinent : it is nothing, or 
the naoft important of all things poffible. 

II, I am now arrived. Sir ! at the conclude 
ing divifion of my fubjed: j of lefs general 
moment and application, it is true ; but, be- 
yond all controverfy, of no inconfiderable 
concernment to yourfelf. You will be weigh- 
ed in my balance, and found materially want-* 
jng. That balance, indeed, is not the even and 
unerring balance (Job, xxxi. 6.) of the £uic- 
tuary ; but the balance of a weak and fidlible 
fellow-creature : of one, however, who has 
watched fome days and fome nights in the fo* 
ber inveftigation of fcripture truth, and has 
lacrificed many a hecatomb of focial comfort 
and fecular emolument on her altar : whofc 
judgement, therefore, has fome authority, and 
is entitled to fome refp6d:. I believe you 
from my foul to be well-intentioned, un- 
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ajfliuning, and uninfluenced by worldly mo- 
tives ; but under the dangerous dominion of 
fuperftitious and puerile prepofleflions. Under 
this convidtion, I have frequently flood forth 
as your apologift, in oppofition to thofe harfher 
adverfaries, who could find no folution of your 
ftrange political demeanour, but in depravity 
of heart : a fuppofition, which in all cafes, 
where no linifter views are vifible, forces it- 
felf with extreme reluftancy on my breaft. 
No : your ingenuous nature has been abufed 
by infidious and felfilh profligates ; who, defti- 
tute of worth themfelves, have been eager to 
profliitute your virtues and reputation to their 
own intereft or popularity. I believe you to be 
adluatedi like the Ifraelites of the apofl:le's days,,, 
with a zeal of God^ but not according to know^ 
ledge: (Rom. x. 2.) You are exempt top, I 
hope and would willingly perfuade. myfelf, 
from that overweening influence of fanatical 
^pr^fliions, which, beneath the fpecious fem- 
blance of humility and felf-annihilation, in- 
flates, with a mofl: dangerous infufion of fanc- 
timonious contemptuoufnefs and Pharifaic 
pride, that clafs of Chriftians, among which 
you rank, 
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i . To proceed, therefore, in my plart.-^ 
You will recolle<ft. Sir ! that the volume, 
which we fo juftly love, — thofe holy f Crip tures, 
that are able to make us wife unto falvatioti^ 
(2 Tim. iii. 15.) has furnifhed it's reader^ 
with a touch-ftone, at which we may try our 
faith, whether it be adulterate, or pure. The 
words of our Lord's favourite difciple will 
poffibly recur to memory on this occafion: 
If any man will do his will^ he P: all know of the 
doSirlney whether it be of God: (John, vii. 
17.) Concerning your own knowledge of this 
* dod:rine, with refpedt to your own foundnefs 
in the faith, few fcruples, I dare fay, have 
broken in of late years upon the tranquillity of 
your acquiefcence. Your fellow traveller, to 
whom I have before alluded in thefe pages, 
whofe foul hypocrify and dark malignity, 
though unfufpeded by yourfelf, are praSlically 
known to me ; that impoflor, I fay, has con- 
tributed to confirm you in a gloomy fyftem 
of evangelical fanaticifm, which he derides as 
much as any man in theory, and contemns 
openly and avowedly, beyond all others, in 
his condudt. The remarks, Sir ! which I am 
proceeding to fubjoin, will afllfl your deter- 
mination with refpedt to the uncorruptnefs 
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of your religious creed, infinitely better than 
the fuggeilions of that fubtle fycophant and 
deceiver, on the principles of my luexcepti- 
onable authority juft quoted from the book 
of life. 

2. In relation to your private chfira£fer^d 
fbcial nianners, I have been fitvoured with no 
Opportunities of experimental knowledge. I 
feel myfelf, however, entirely difpofed to be-- 
.lieve you here fo far irreproachable and praifc- 
worthy, as the egregious puerility of your 
religious fancies will allow. Your puiHc cba- 
raster alone, abundantly confpicuous, from 
the elevation of your pofition, to the whole 
conununity, will conftitute the bafis of n\y 
enquiries and conclufions; and this is fo 
ftrongly marked by a<ilions of moft decifive 
quality, as to admit, I ihould fuppofe, on a 
full and fair ftatement, no poflible diverfity 
of fentence With rational and difpafiionate 
enquirers. 

In one word. Sir ! to launch at once into the 
middle of my fubjedt, you ftand impeached, 
in a mod awful day of trial, at the bar of Ri?- 
ligion, Reafon, and Humanity, of that high 

G crime 
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crime and mifdemeanour, — a long, and uni- 
form, and ardent fupport, in your political 
capacity, of that HgAt honourable gentleman, 
William Pitt. Here paufe a moment, 
I befeech you ! you, who love the Gofpel ; 
you, who glory in a crucified Redeemer ! 
Endeavour to frame, before you proceed, 
"fome coiiception of the direful pregnancy, 
the multitudinous dependencies, of this (hort 
and fimple propofition: " The yr/W of 
^' William Pitt/^ — You will obtain tner^ 
cy, I truft ; hecaufe you have adted tgnorantjy^ 
in unbelief: (i Tim. i. 13.) You are not, you 
cannot be, perfeftly aware, I am perfuaded, 
of the immeafurable enormities comprifed 
in that zealous and powecful co-operation 
with fuch a minifter : or the bare contem- 
plation of the circumftance would aftound and 
petrify your foul. 

Adfpice : namque omnem, quss nunc, obdudla tiienti^ 
Mortales hebetat vifus tibi, et humida circum 
Caligat, nubem eripiam. 

Turn your eyes hitherward, whilft I develop 
^ the horrid texture of wickednefs extreme, and 

calamity unexampled : * — contemplate, if you 
- can, with a calm fCirvey, the frightful fpec- 
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tacle :— trace the black embroidery, and t|ie 
thick cbaraSlers of belly that are wrought in 
fuch fanguine colours, with fuch awful and 
living portraiture, o^ the ample bofom of it's 
folds and drapery, 

Quanquam animus meminifle horret, lufluque refugit, 
locipiani. 

3 . You well remember, Mr. Wilberforce ! 
that this WiLLjAM Pitt, who has loft 
his memory, profeft himfelf, at the com- 
mencement .of his parliamentary career, a 
moft ftrenuous advocate for reform in the 
reprefentation of the people; as the only 
radical cure, that could be devifed, for the 
multifarious and flagrant corruptions of our 
governments PJis words, I am informed, are 
tantamount to the following declaration ; or, 
in truth, accurately the fame with thefe: 
** Without a reformation in Parliament, nei- 
•* ther the liberty of the fubjed: can be pre- 
" ferved, nor can we expeft to have a wife, 
*^ virtuous, or difinterefted adminiftration/* 

'* Well!*' you would reply: '' My friend 
** continues in this fentiment : he is ftill an 
** advocate for reformation in the reprefen- 
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^* tativc body of tliis kingdom/' Obfervtf 
then. Sir ! I entreat you, to what alternative 
by this fond credulity you are reduced. You 
muft either apcept with implicit acquiefccnce 
the unfupported affertion of the ftripling' 
ftatefman, and obftinately refift the cleareft 
demonftrations of undifputed fadt in the ma- 
turity of his public life : or aflign fome ade- 
quate reafon for his prefent fupinenefe on the 
fubjedt of tliis meafure. , 

I muft remind you. Sir ! that, during his 
admipiftration, this man has created, includ- 
ing his reverend progeny of prelates and the 
exaltations of inferior nobility to higher titles, 
nearly one half, I believe, of the jpcerage of 
this realm.— Mark this diligently : and ceafc 
to wonder, that Sir Brook Boothby has ftyled 
our prefent houfe of lords, " New creatures 
*' of the minijiery and old valets of the king ; 
** courtly lawyers, and a courtly hierarchy." 

Further* — ^It is paoft notorious, and what no 
effrontery, I think, can gainiay, that the repre- 
fcntatiyes of the people during the fame pe- 
riod have numbered i^ongft them in large 

■ : II.' 

proportion a defcriptipn of meni more inmie<* 
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c^ately and eilentially under the influence ot 
the minifter from their mercantile chara(9:er, 
incomparably beyond • the example of any 
former period that can be fpecified. With 
reafon, therefore, has the lame elegant, t^ut 
fatiric, pen, charadlerifed this honourable af- 
fembly, as compofed •* of placemen, pcn- 
f* fioners, hungry expeftants, India delin- 
'^ quents, and every other defcription of mi- 
** nifterial dependants ; kennelled like hpunds, 
'* and crouching for employment : rcprefen- 
** tatives, reprefenting nothing but their own 
f5 perfonal intereft/' 

It were a fuperfluous fcrupulofity to extend 
pur refearches further in profecution of the 
point in queftion. Deteftable furely muft be 
that audacity, which refiifes to acknowledge, 
—deplorable that fottifhnefs, which is unable 
to perceive, — the abfolute irreconcileability 
of fuch a conduifk with fuch profeflions. No, 
Sir ! This was the lure holden out by a young 
grey-beard in impofture to entrap popular 
fimplicity ; a fimplicity, irrationally feduced by 
boaftful promifes, fuperficial loquacity, and a 
precipitate prefumption of hereditary virtues. 
The public attachment was eflfedlually fecured, 
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even to an excefs of enthufiaftic fondnefs and 
admiration. His difinterefted partifans, how- 
ever, have been long difenchanted of their 
fond delirium ; they have been fobered for 
many years from the intoxicating fumes of his 
magic cup : but alas ! 

Nil fibi legatum praeter plorare, fuisquc : 

unavailing remorfe is their only confolation 
now; and the bitternefs of felf- condemnation, 
too juftly merited by fuch groundlefs and 
immoderate credulity ! their fole reward. Re^ 
formation is erafed for ever from the tablet ; 
and Revolution is written in it's place, Dabit 
T)eus his quoque Jinem. 

For my own part, whether from a Angular 
propenfity of penetration into human cha- 
rafter with fome fuccefs, or from fuperior 
opportunities of experimental obfervation, I 
never found myfclf at any period of my life 
miftaken in my judgement of that man. His 
difdainful afpeft, and fupercilious demeanour, 
when a contemporary youth at Cambridge ; 
the felf-opiniated di6latcrial complexion of his. 
firfl: fpeeches in public life ; the prematurity 
of his oratorical exhibitions ; — all thefe ftrik- 

ing 



( Al ) 

ing peculiarities were fufficient indicition^, 
to my mind at leaft, that ** all was fitlfe and 
" hollow ;*' a gaudy ftrufture, deftitute of 
foundation and (lability ; the bloflbms of 
wifdom and of virtue, without the root : afld, 
becaufe they bad no rooty they are ^withered away\, 

Quafi folftitialis herba, pauUifper fuit ; 
Repente exortus eft, repentino occiclit. 

This frail folflitial flower, one tranfient day 
Saw fpread it's verdure, bloflbm, and decay. 

Ye fons of Cam ! in whofe hearts this golden 
idol (but a mere wooden log to me) has been 
long fet up and worfliipped \ your eyes have 
often feen a fit emblem for this objedt of your 
profene adoration on the bofom of that wizard 
Jiream, which wajhes the hallowed feet of our 
jilma Mater ! 

(O ! name for ever fad, for ever dear I) 

Your eyes have noticed a plant, expanding it's 
broad foliage and ftately flower on the furface 
of the waters ; but have found, on clofcr in- 
fpedtion, that ** the ftem, by which it receives 
" hourifhment and fupport, was flender as a 
'' thread/' 

« 

This, Sir I is the man, the grand exemplar 

of 
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of fyftetHatical corruption^ and. the i^rorn^ 
to all reformations whatfoevcr ^-^ 

quantum oDUtatus ab illo 
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whofe meafures you have promoted wi^ cori- 
dial concurrence, with a confidence unlimited, 
and with the powerful influence of your repu- 
tation, amidft an inconfiftency of condudl, to 
which it feems impoflible for any intelledt 
above the mere imbecillity of idiotifm to have 
been the dupe. You have admired, loved, and 
revered this minifter, with ^he mark of the 
beajl^ with all the unequivocal charadlers of 
apoftafy and perfidy, deeply engraven on his 

forehead. But this, I fuppofe, is one oiyour 

Extraordinary methods of 

Looking unto Jesus! 

4, You proved yourfelf the ilaunch coad- 
jutor of this incomparable guardian of our 
. liberties, civil and religious, in his oppofition 
to a repeal of the Tejt-la-ips and penal ftatutes 
in behalf of the Proteftant-diffenters from the 
Church eftabliftiment. When the delegates 
from that body waited on the minifter with 
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an explanation of their intended propofitionto 
Parliament, and a folicitation of his fupport, 
this complicated monjiery this Amphijbana dife, 
left an impreffion upon them at their firft in- 
terview, fignificant of an intended patronage of 
their petition. There is no mifreprefentation. 
Sir ! no exaggeration, in this ftatement. My 
informants are the eye and ear witnefles of 
this tranfadtion. Whether he were fincere at 
that time, and were afterwards diverted from 
his purpofe by motives of intereft and am- 
bition; or even then were biafled by the 
countervailing influence of his habitual dupli- 
city; I take not upon me to decide. The f^ 
only is inconteftable : that his fubfequent exer- 
tions on this queftion were diametrically op- 
pofed to a previous expectation, excited by his 
looks, and words, and demeanour, in men not 
likely to deceive themfelves, and incapable of 
deceiving others. 

Tou likewife, Mr. Wilberforce ! feemed 
originally inclined to fiivour thefe petitioners, 
before the engine of prieftcraft and political 
cajolery had been played on your fimplicity; 
but you fpeedily recovered your fteps from 
this incidental deviation into redlitude. You 
\ H are 
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are confcious, that what I am going to aflSrm, 
is truth. You, good creature ! dutiful fon of 
orthodoxy ! pious nurfling of our dear Mo- 
ther-Church ! you were fmitteil forfooth ! 
with a holy compundtion of fpirit, left the re- 
peal of thefe laws, and the confequent removal 
of civil difabilities, fhouH prove ultimately 
prejudicial to the interefts of the hierarchical 
eftablifhment in thefe kingdoms, and overfct 
the Thirty -nine Articles ; that impregnable 
bulwark of our faith ! Your underftanding 
was feized, I maift prefume, with a mo- 
mentary oblivion of a moft emphatical lef- 
fon in our Scriptures ; or your theologi- 
cal preceptors, it is pofiible, had neglefted 
the proper' interpretation of that important 
paflage. Suffer me to recall the words to 
your remembrance, and to accompany them 
with a few notes of illuftration, as we pafs. 

** And Jefus faid unto his difciples: But 
** whom fay ye that I am ? And Simon Peter 
** anfwered, and faid : Thou art the Chrift, 
*' the fon of the living God. And Jefus an- 
" fwered,.and faid unto him : Bleffed art thou, 
Simon Bar-Jona ! for flefh and blood hath 
not revealed it unto thee, but my Father 

" which 
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/* which Is in heaven. And I fay alfo unto 
** thee : That thou art Peter ; and upon this 
rock I will build my Church; and the 
gateis of hell (hall not prevail agaiiift it :" 
(Matt. xvi. 15 — 19.) 

Now obferve, Sir ! what momentous and 
fundamental principles of Chriftianity are en- 
veloped in this fhort dialogue between our 
Mailer and his apoftle. You*cannot employ 
with a brighter profpe6t of edification a few 
moments of your time, than by concentrating 
your attention to an evolution of thefe prin- 
ciples. 

We are here taught, upon no lefs evidence 
than the declaration of our Lord himfelf; — 
1 : that the badge of communion with the Gof- 
pel is a fimple acknowledgement, that ye/us 
is the Chrtjly the fon of the living, God: or, in 
other words, tht^t Jefus of Nazareth was the 
promifed Meflian of the Ifraelites, delegated 
by God for the redemption of mankind from 
ignorance, and fin, and death. 

Now, Sir ! I demand of you, I demand of 
the whole priefthood and prelacy of this land, 

H2 by 
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by what authority ye prefume to fuperinduGe 
otiier conditions of Chriftian fellowfhip upoii 
this fingle poftulatum of your Saviour ? On 
what plea of reafon have ye taken upon you 
to deprive any man of the unalienable birth- 
right of equal citizenfliip, becaufe he re- 
fufes acceptance of your forgeries and im- 
pofitions; your creeds, your articles, your 
canons, and fummaries of faith ? Who com- 
miflioned this felf-created didlator in fpiri- 
tual concerns, this man of Jin ^ this Jan of 
perdition^ thus to lord it over God's heritage *y 
•—thus, by fuch impious exaltation of his 
power, to invade a divine prerogative, and 
ufurp a throne even in the temple of God him- 
felf ? (^ Theff ii, 3. 4. i Pet. v. 3.) But 
ppfllbly this rebellion againft the fole legif- 
lation of Jehovah, and the fupremacy of Chrift 
in his own kipgdom, may be another oiyour 
modes of 

Looking unto Jesvs ! 

2. You may remark further from this 
paffage, fo pregnant with Gofpel truth ! that 
the revelation of genuine Cbriftianity, and it's 
profellion in fimplicity and purity, are detached 

from 
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from all intercourfe vfixSxfieJJd and blood: that 
is, human principles, worldly motives, civil 
power, temporal policy, are as diflbnant from 
the fpirituality of our religion, as unconneded 
with that vital operation of intrinfic agency, 
as unaccording with thofe invifible influences 
of the intellect and heart, — as light with dark-- 
nefs\ as Chriji with Belial: (2 Cor. vi. 14, 

God never made his work for man to mend. ' 

Your ecclefiaftical inftitutions, Sir ! are in 
reality a moft ofi^enfive abomination in con- 
traft with the fweet favours of Gofpel incenfe : 
they conftitute the moft prominent feature in 
that antichriftian tyranny, on which the word 
of prophecy has denounced moft exemplary 
vengeance ; a vengeance, that is now at 
length awaking from z'Jlumber (2 Pet. ii. 3.) 
of ages, and roufing all it's energies into ac- 
tion. The vidlims, indeed, after the ufual pro- 
cedure in great national judgements, enjoy 
themfelves with heedlefs fecurity, as in a 
perf^dl calm : like the antediluvian generation 
of Noah's day, " they eat, they drink, they 
** buy, thpy fell, they plant, they build:'* 
(Luke, xvii. 28.) they continue their career 

of 
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of fupinenefs and deception, of prodigality and 
infolence, of venality and cruel perfecution, 
in conjunction with their ftate-ally, though a 
dreadful fpecimen of fimilar infatuation, fb 
recently exhibited in a neighbouring country, 
is flaring them in the face. 

But th^t two-handed engine at the door 
Stands ready to fmite once^ and finite no more ! 

3 • Finally, Sir ! Chrift has advcrtifed us, in 
this paflage, of the perpetual permanency of 
his Church, founded on that adamantine pro- 
feflion of his Meffiahfhip : The gates of hell 
(or rather, of the grave ; i. e. mortality and 
deftrudlion) J/:all not prevail againji it* 

Go now, and fuppofe this mighty fabric, 
ijohofe contriver and builder is God (Heb. xi. 
10.) Omnipotent ; whofe foundations repofe on 
the immutability of Truth ; whofe compart- 
ments are coextenfive with the globe ; whofe 
battlements tranfccnd the fides: — go now, 
and imagine this vaft edifice tottering from it's 
center by the afTaults of non-conformifts and 
unbelievers : call loudly for your Church and 
her rotten props ; fummon your king, your 
minifter, and bifhops, with all the names of 
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hierarchical diftind:ion, {a great multitude ^ 
'which no man can number ^ Rev, vii. 9.) to P^t 
out their fingers, before it lie proftrate in the 
duft! * ' 

I cannot cxcufe this fpecies of folly. Sir ! in 
you, who have devoted yourfelf to heavenly 
meditation and a painful ftudy of the fcriptures. 
Mr. Pitt's condud: in this refpeft is fufcep- 
tible of much more palpable extenuation. 
Spiritual mufings 2xA fiber love-feajis form no 
part of his enjoyments and| occupations. Gallio 
carethfor none of thefe things : . ( Adts, xviii. 
17.) The principles of civil liberty^ he has 
forgotten ; thofe of religious, he never knew* 
I could readily prevail upon myfelf, if all 
elfe were well, to obliterate at once, with &e 
rafure of forgetfulnefs, this tranfgreffion fi'om 
the long and crouded catalogue of his offen- 
ces. Compared with his other crimes, fuch 
hoftility to an equal participation of religious 
privileges is no more than one barren fpot 
in a wide and dreary wildernefs : a mere vol- 
canic eruption amidft the conflagration of the 
univerfe ! 

8 5- We 
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' 5* We are now afcending a much higher 
ftep on the ladder of political atrocities ; to 
which I fliall raife you. Sir ! from the vantage- 
ground of a few preliminary obfervations. 

Truth, Sir ! is the moft meritorious pur- 
fuit, the very nobleft acquifition, of an intel- 
ledlual and, moral creature: the bloflbm of 
Happinefs, and the root of Virtue. To this 
purpofe is that fine remark of Plutarch : 

(re/jLvoTepovj ccXviQeiug : ** Man can receive no 
** blefling of greater worth, God can beftow 
*^ none more venerable, than Truth/' But 
how. Sir ! is TrutA to be difcovered, whether 
evangelical, moral, philofophical, or pohtical, 
bj|i by diligent and unreflrained inveftigation ; 
by the full and free application of human in- 
telledt ? Tell me, then -, Is not that man a 
rebel againft Reafon, againft Truth, Huma- 
nity, and God ; are not thofe laws, I do not 
fay, abfurd and wicked, but abfolutely void, 
&nd antecedently incapable of obfervance with- 
out an aftual profanation of the divine will ; 
—which prefume to circumfcnbe, or fetter, 
much more to deftroy and pufujlj, this funda- 
mental 
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mental criterion of ratio)r>ality — this firft duty 
of intelleiftual exiftence ? 

.^ : — ctm£lis undam^ue, auram^ue, patentem. 

If the government of any country anfwer 
all the purpofes of it*s inftitution in render- 
ing the people happy, men will not be argued 
out of their feelings and comnion-fenfe by 
the fanciful exaggerations of a repining fcrib- 
bler : but if, again, the rulers of a nation be- 
come defpotic and unmerciful, devoted to 
their own purpofes of peculation and ambi- 
tion ; that writer deferves well of his fellow-^ 
citizens and mankind at large, who attempts 
by reafon and argument to deflroy a confli- 
tution, which exifls only to retard the pro- 
vidential intentions of univerfal happinefs to 
the human race. 

We are here engaged, however, in a thread- 
bare topic ; and I haflen my application of it 
to your cafe. I fhall, therefore, but jufl flay 
to mention the fruitlejfnefs of fuch impotent 
reflridlions ; or rather their dixed tendency to 
promote the very purpofe, which they are 
endeavouring to impede. The rays of know- 
ledge m'ay indeed be partially intercepted 
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for a time, and broken, by the obliquity of 
legal interpofition ; but the parent luminary 
ftill purfues, unretarded, his progrefs through 
the fkies, to invigorate and illumine univer- 

fal Nature. 

.f ■ 

Now permit me. Sir ! to dire<9; your atten- 
tion towards the illuftrious achievements of 
your redoubtable hero in this department of 
tranfgreffion* 

1 . The freedom of public dilcufEon has 
been abridged by fanguinary ftatutes virtually 
inconipatible with the verbal compact between 
the fubjedls and their pnncipzl/ervant (Rom, 
xiii. 3.) the chief magiftrate of this realm, 
the creature (avQ^coiirivri KTISEI, i Pet. ii. 
13.) of our hands : a compaft, ratified by a 
public and folemn oath at the time of his 
conditional inveftiture with his delegated 
office,, 

i 

2 . Many of our fellow-citizens have been 
puniflied by fevere and arbitrary fines, by 
long and cruel imprifonments, by banifliment 
to the extremities of the earth among heUtben 
favages, under very trying circumftances of 

calamity 
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calamity in a fudden tranfition from the libe- 
ral enjoyments of a literary life to dark loath - 
fome dungeons, — to difeafe, and chains, and 
famine, and defplation : their ipotlefs fame has 
been expofed to the flanders and obloquy of 
their countrymen from falfe calumnies^ pre- . 
tended plqts, and unfubftantiated accufations 

of regal murder: they have been tried for their 

\. . . 

lives like the meanefl felons, arid inipeached 
of the blackell pplitical crimes, under the 
impreffions of ftrong public prejudice ; and, 
when pronounced innocent by their peers, 
in fpite 6f all the' machinations of diabolical 
malice and the feul exertions of mercenary 
lawyers in this work of blood, they have been 
difmiffed, after a tedious imprifonment and 
exorbitant . expences, arliing Jfrom the iniqui- 
ties of office, without the fmalleft retribution 
for thefe flagrant injuries, which indeed no 
retribution Could coihpenfate, on the part of 

their unrelenting perfecutor s . 

» • •» ■ • . 

Thefe are but curfory gleinirigs from ^ fiall 
harvefl:, a fmall feledlion from the multitudi- 
nous enormities of that grand national impof- 
tor, William Pitt 1 

I 2 thefe 
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thcfe ate btlt a flight fpecimeti df irfe in- 
fernal .manoeuvres agairift 'fonie of the moft 
valuable and accofnjplifhed members in fc- 

^Ciety, FOR TR«At)ING IN HIS OWN STEPS 1 

([obferve ilJiis, Mr.Wilberforcel) foritttempt- 
ing li\itfame reformation of abufes by tlie j/Z^z/zif 
;;7^iz;2i j h^rnely, by a melioration of the repre- 
ientative body in the Commons 'houfe of Par- 
liament : ah object, which raifed himfelf to 
power and popularity. — S*ich bave hitherto 
been &e contrary fortunes of thefe reformers ! 

Ille cmcem jGcdjBm^i^UknirtuJiCj.hic ^iadetn^* 

Thefe o^^r dve fea to fevig^ Jeferfis idzm ; 
This ddi^^'tbe yioM 3fkh Uood-at ^ome. 

lE^erhaps a dire reverfc of Soom is unfolding 
from the bofom of futurity : yet I wifh, that not 
a hair may perifh Trom tlie heads of the iau- 
thors of our miferies I May they rather live 
to expiate during this cxiftence their dreadful 
crimes in the bitternefs of remoffe ; and may 
^ih'^ fnture days ie one whole contrition ior 
their £ns 1 

Now, Sir ! in this monflf ous ma6 of guilt 
unparalleled, you, as the abettor and acceflbry 
of this Minifter, are eiltitled to fome (hare ; 

nay. 
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nay, muft in reafon be deemed a principal 

^ participant. The patronage and fupport, of 

fiich men as you, has enabled this cbtld of 

perdition to run with impunity and fuccefs liis 

long race of hardened apcrftafy and ferocious 

perfecution* Yet you f|l:iil adhere to your 

aflbciate 1 You ftill repofe upon his humanity 

jttid virtues an unreferved coniidencci ^ ifhn^ 

were a fecond TituSy the ddight, the pride, 

the ornament, of huttian nature i And this, 

peradv^nture, is your third method cf 

Looking UNTO |esus ! 

6. Finally, Sir ! you hav(i feconded, juftl* 
fied, and encouraged our wordy warrior, in 
that moft tremendous of all meafures. The war 
with France: 

Oh ! write it not, my Hand ! — The name appears 
Already written : — waih it out, my Tears ! 

a war, originally projected upon fiftitious and 
abfurd pretences, againft every obvious dic- 
tate of religion, of reafon, and found policy ; 
a war, profecuted with barbarian ferocity, 
amidft the perpetual admonitions of mifcar- 

riage, and the unceafing ^xpoftulation/ of 

the 
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the wife and good ; a war, accompanied with 
a complication of calamity and a devaftation 
of the human fpecies, prodigious beyond all 
examples in the records of mortality, ftnce thej 
firft revolution of the fun. Even your guilt. Sir f 
as an approver only and fubordinate pronioter of 
this moft nefarious of allpoflible undeartakings, 
is great and terrible indeed ! I am fure, for my 
own part, that I would not exchange condi- 
tipns with you, under the circumftance of that 
horrible atrocity, unrepented.and unannealed 
by remorfe and reparation, by the fighs of a 
broken heart, and tears of blood -r-^ for all the 
honours and riches, th^t kings and potentates 
could beftow. Yet this, it is poflible^ may be 

toother of j^our ways of 

• f 

Looking uNxajEStrs! • 

And In this place. Sir ! permit me to dl- 
redt ydur eyes upon an emblematical exhibi- 
tion, which hasi fuggefted itfelf to my fancy, 
during it*s occupation ori the prefcnt fubjedt. 

In the front of this ideal pldlure, you may 
obferve a prodigious pile of carcafes, niaimed, 
bruifcd, mangled, and gored with many 
wounds. From the foot of this Alp of car- 

7 nage. 
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nage, you difcern ftreams of blood iffuing 
with flrong eniption, and cutting channels 
for themfelves in every dire<ftion through 
the country. On all fides, at various di- 
fiances, are difcovered a variety of ghaffly 
forms, as if they had juft efcaped beyond 
hope from that mafs of flain, looking back 
with a mixture of horror and exultation on 
their flaughtercd companions : fome, deprived 
oftheir limbs, dnd others writhing with the 
tortures of horrid wounds. In the Weft, are 
prefented to your view vaft multitudes wither- 
ing and finking With the blaft of death in pes- 
tilential climates ; weltering on the ftiore, or 
floating on the ocean. Through the whole 
painting are difperfed ruined towns, wafted^ 
-fields, fhips and villages in flames. The in- 
tervening fpaces are diverfified with groups 
of difconfolate widows and helplefs orphans, 
decrepit fires and hoary matrons, bereft of 
their only comfort; beating their breafts^ 
and rending the ikies with groans and lamen- 
tations. 

At one comer of the piece, you may fee 
brethren of malignant afpeift, armed againft 
brethren, and aflfailing each other with im- 
placable 
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pkcable ferocity : abetted and afHfled in their 
unnatural hoftilities by a band of rufHanSy 
juft landed frofii their fliips; whom theij 
drefs and enfigns proclaim the inhabitants 
of another country. 

Above, in the tegions of the fky, dark- 
ened with clouds and deformed by tempefts, 
you may difcover a portentous griefly fiendj^ 
fcattcring around him firebrands and deaths 
with fanune, peftilence> and war> attendant on 
bis nod ; in dark Divan with his foul afleffors, 
the partners of his mifchiefs, befmeared with 
the blood of, hunian Sacrifice, and grin^ 
fling barribtjf a gbaftly JmiUj to fee the fuc-» 
cefsful operation of their devilifh purpofes. 
In a remote corner of the pi^Sure, rays of 
light are it^n gradually darting fi-om the ho-- 
rizon: you behold them ftrike the fouls of 
thofe aerial daemons with conftemation and 
difmay ; with horrible imaginings of their 
own deftrudtion in the fpeedy diflolution of 
their empire. -^ 

But your firiend engaged in this war, truly^ 
in behalf of Religion^ Humanity, and regular 
Governments! 
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1 . By the pretence of this motive of r^//- 
gion, it fliould feem, that your copy of the 
Goipels prefcribes^ as an admirable fpecific 
for reforming the manners of the world, and 
as the true medium of doing God fervice^ 
(John, xvi. 2.) the cutting of men's throa^ 
by a legion of brutal mercenaries trained for 
the purpofe, and legalized to the trade of 
flaughter! — By this too we may be led to 
conclude, that the Jefus, to whom you look, 
came into the world, not to save men's lives, 
6ut to DESTROY them: (Luke, ix. 56.) By 
thisi in fhort, we might reafpnably prefume, 
from the piety and fan€tity of your doftrines 
and your life, that a trivial monofyllable has 
flipped, from the careleflhefs of copyifts, out 
of one commandment in the decalogue, as 
exhibited in your Bible, where you have been 
accuftomed to read it thus : 

Thou shalt commit murder ! 

2. In the next place, the interefts of hu^ 
manity^ beyond all poffibility of contradiction, 
are admirably forwarded and fecured by the 
converfion of men into fomcthing much 
worfft than brutes:--^ 

K Tndica 
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Indica tigris agit rabida cum tJgride pac^m 
Perpetuam ; faevis inter fe convenit tirfis : 

Perpetual bonds of aitiity endear 
Tigrefs to tigrefs, fliaggy bear to bear \^ — 

(Mr. Owen.) 

into Jiends and devih, gorged with the flefh 
and blood of their fellow-men. But, -what is 
the guilt of the poor ignorant hungry offend- 
ers, compared with that of thofe^/^/z^rj, their 
employers and inftigators -, of whom you are 
CHIEF? (i Tim. i. 15.) Not much more, in 
a fair eftimate, than that of the paffive bayonjet, 
to the haiid which thrufts it to the heart.— 
Oh ! Sir ! are not the words of Peter too ap- 
plicable to condudl fuch as your's } Thou baji 
neither part^ nor loty in this matter ; for thy 
heart is not right in the fghtof God. Repent ^ 
therefore^ of this thy wickednefs 5 and pray 
God J if perhaps the thought of thy heart may be 
forgiven thee : for I perceive^ that thou art in 
the gall of bitternefs^ and in the bond of iniqui^ 
ty: (Adts, viii. 21— 24.) 

Surely the rankeft beathenifm is incom- 
parably preferable to fo bafe a fpecies of 
Chrijiianity as this. 

3. And, 
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3 • And, beyond all p^rad venture, politician 
Pitt ! and Rabbi Wi l be r force ! regular, 
government is admirably confulted by the pro- 
pagation of alarms a^d terrors^ by the fabric- . 
cation of plots and treafons, by the fomenta-. 
tion of fufpicion and malevolence ; by fetting 
a man at variance againjl his father y and tranf- 
forming bis own houjhold into his greateft foes*, 
(Matt. X. 35, 36.) by arming the more pro*-, 
fligate portion of fociety with /words andfiav^s 
againft the other. We may venture to mix 
alfo in this never-fiiiling recipe^ this perfedt 
panacea J for focial regularity and national com-^ 
pofure^ a few lighter ingredients, iiich as taxes, 
bankruptcies, a fcarcity of corn, and fuch an 
exorbitant increafe in .the expencp of common 
neceflaries, as render a decent maintenance 
of ourfelves and families in the lower orders 
of life extremely difficult, and to fome imprac^ 
ticable. But this accumulation of anxiety and 
diftrefs, thefe fcenes of mifery, derived purely 
from the profligacy of our rulers, in lieu of a 
profperity, never equalled by any nation undep 
heaven, within our reach, may be poilibly one 
of the religious confequences. Sir ! that refult 
from your fin^lar mode of 

Looking unto Jesus ! 

K 2 4* But 
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4* But laftly, that I may not bewilder my- 
fblf with a theme of inexhauftible calamity, 
to the prime adors in which, (you, I mean, 
Mr. Wilberforce I with your friend Moloch, 
and his companions, — 



horrid crew ! befmear'd with blood 



Of human facrifice, and parents* tears ;) 

no bitternefs of invedive, iii itiy confcientioua 
opinion, can poflibly do juftice \ — whofc vil- 
knics and cruelty tranfcend in their eiFcds^. 
on a fair comparifon of the refpeilive cafes^ 
all that fable has trahfmitted, all that hiftory 
records, of the moft mercilcfs favagcs of an- 
tiquity : — to avoid bewilderment, I fay, amidfl: 
iiich a multiplicity of topics, (for time would 
feil me, fhould I attempt to fpeak at large). 
I ihall only folicit your attention to one con- 
fideration more, and then difinifs you to your 
beads and prayer-book, to. divide with your 
fevourite miniftcr in parliament on queftions 
of perfecution, tyranny, and bloodflied^ after 
a few fiu-ewell refledions, and a fhort kffon 
of advice. 

Your heaven- born friend, amongft the 

number of his pious meditations on the means 

of 
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of reftoring a regular government to Franccj^: 
happily devifed the gcxi-like fcheme of fub- 
duing the inhabitants of that populous empire 
to religion, humanity, and laws, by the fuiii- 
mary difeipline of Famine. Gracious pa- 
rent of the universe ! who give/l to the hqft 
his food^ and feedefi the young ravens^ when 
they cry, (Pfalm, cxlviL 9^ who openeji thy 
handf and all thy creatures are Jilled with 
good; (civ. 28.) who art kind to the un^ 
thankful^ and the evil; (Luke, vi* 35.) who 
makejl thy fun to rife in the. mcicked and on the 
goodr (^nd fendejt rath on the juji and on the un- 
Jujl\ (Matt. V. 45*) who haft exprefsly com- 
manded us, by the mouth of thy de^ Son, to 
love our enemies f to blefs them that Curfe us, 
and to pray foreur defpitefut perfecutors, (ver. 
43, 44.) that we itiay merit the endearing 
appellatidn of thy chttdren : ^^vrttc it previ- 
oufly conceiveable, that beings in the human, 
ftiape divine, with the fame life- current circu- 
lating in their veins, heirs to the fame infirmi- 
ties of the flefh, and joint-partakers of mortal: 
feelings and afFedions — could calmly con- 
trive, deliberately purfuc, and audacioufly^ 
avow, this fcheme of pre-eminent atrocity; a 
fcheme, that beggars aU capacities pf lan- 
guage. 
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guage, and fcts every power of calculation at 
defiance?— -In this guilt alfo, you, Mr. Wil- 
berforcc ! have made yourfelf, by filent ac- 
quiefcence and fubfequent fupport of the hor- 
rid perpetrators, a detcftable alTociate. Guilt, 
did I fay? This may be, on the contrary, 
with you, for aught 1 can difcover, fome pe- 
culiarly edifying mode of 

Looking unto Jesus ! 

And now. Sir ! let me take the liberty of 
propofing a fimple queftion for your folution : 
— Upon a review of the preceding pifture 
of your compeers, coloured, froni the life 
with the pencil of difinterefted truth, will 
you prefer loyal Chrijiian ^ngUJbmen^ of the 
defcribed complexion, to the people fo ex- 
travagantly reviled by them, I mean rfbelliout 
French atbeijls ; or not ? Sup^ofe we affift our 
decifion on this point by defcejiding from ge- 
neral competition to a fpecific inftance. Whe- 
ther of the twain, for example, do you moft 
approve and r t\ trtnct ^ Buonaparte^ (late the 
fond objedl of my folicitude day and night i 



7rQ»ai fAtv rnvTrvHi vuxrai ictvof^ 
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but now, with his unrivalled companions of 
the war, my confolation aftd my triumph ! ) 
I Buonaparte, I fay, or Edmund Burke ? 
The one, a prodigy beyond compare in elo- 
quence v and genius j but a fiend in ma- 
lignity, and infatiable of human blood; 

Shutting the gates of mercy on mankinds 

the other, in the very midft of victories, which 
eclipfe even the achievements of that unri- 
valled Carthaginian, preferring one civic 
crown, for the prefervation of a fingle citi- 
zen fi-om death, to the melancholy glory, 
that could refult firom a thoufand triumphs of 
a conqueror, wading through floods of flaugh- 
ter to his reward ! 

Are we. Sir ! in the place of God to fcruti- 
nize the hidden man of the hearty and to decide 
on principles, where no public profeflion of 
them has been uttered? No: the external 
adt, by which alone fociety can be benefited 
or impaired, is in moft cafes the only ftandard 
whereby our determinations on character muft 
be regulated. Your faith and mine, on what 
I deem the fundamental points of revelation, 
is probably not very different : but I can fug- 

7 geft 
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gefl to my own "mind a variety of excu1f)af 6f / 
rcafons, in heedleffnefs, fafhionaWe levity^ 
fecular diffipation, an immoderate conceit of 
fuperior difcernment, fundamental defefts of 
educatidn, negledt of adequate information 
and laborious enquiry, a perpetual, expofure 
of grofs depravity and puerile fuperftition 
in profeffing Chriftians, with other obftaclesi 
and difcouragements^ as probable fources of 
the unbelieving propenfities of the prefent day* 
Skew me thy faith by thy works ; (James, ii# 
1 8.) and I am fctisfied: I want no more* 
Godwins Political Jujiice I read with pleafurc 
and improvement; with admiration of the 
philofophical compofure, the temperate but 
vigorous ratiocination, the perfpicuoua ener- 
getic ilyle, the clear difcernment, and the un- 
refcrvcd inveftigation, of it's author. — I differ, > 
perhaps, in many points ; but I cbnfefs, that 
I love fuch men, and wifh ardently that they 
were not only almoji^ but altogether, fuch as I 
myfdfam: (Adts, xxvi. 29.) ^i tales funt, 
utinam ejfent nojiri ! When, on the other 
hand, I take up your publication, my predo- 
minant feelings are thofe of difguft, abhor- 
rence, and indignation. I expedt with fuch 
principles an exemplary purity of conduA,— 

I con^ 
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1 contraft your profeflions with yout life } 
your faith with your works; holy le<ftures 
with i/ooJ'guiltmefs ; the follower of Jesus 
with the friend and advocate of Pitt. And 
can you wifh a more compleat definition of 
irreconcileable antipathy, than the contents of 
the laft claufe ; or a more ample vindication of 
my fenfations on the perufal of your book ? In 
.fedt, Chriftians, like you, Mr. Wilberforce! 
ignorant what fpirit ye are (fy prove a more 
fr pitfiil fource of atheifm and infidelity, than all 
other caufes put together ; formalifts, as ye are, 
of devout fentiments and fandtified demeanour, 
but accomplices in enormities fhocking to 
human feelings ; whited fepulchres^ beautiful on 
the outfide^ but full of dead mens bones and all 
uncleannefs; (Matt, xxiii. 27.) having a ^r/» 
of godlinefsy but without the power ; ( 2 Tim. 
iii. 5.) profeffing^ in fhort, to know God^ but 
in deeds denying him\ abominable^ difobedient^ 
and to every good work reprobate : (Tit. i. 16.) 

I am aware. Sir ! that this fentence on you . 
will be thought exceedingly intemperate and 
harfh by men of dull fenfations and of no zea] 
even for gofpel truth : but, what I have writ- 
ten, I have written ; and have exhibited at the 
fame time my vouchers for writing thus, fi-om 

L the 
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the unerring book of life, in the preceding 
pages. My words are, in reality, the words of 
truth and fob ernefs : (Adls, xxyi, 25.) they 
w21 ilan-d the teft of Reafon and the Scriptures^- 
though Feftus, perhaps, and his crew of mer- 
cenary, parafites, or lukewarm worldlings, may 
think rue mad* I fhall acknowledge the con- 
tents, with the exultation of confcious redtitude, 
^' in the hour of death, and in the day of 
** judgement/' According to my own concep- 
tions of the fubjedt under contemplation, I 
have afligned ^* proper words to their proper 
" places." If the language be deemed in any 
refpe(fl too harfh and pointed, it muft be ii) 
deemed with reference only to the feelings of 
the cenfurer; for I could find no adequate 
image of my own fenfations in any other 
phrafeology . Out oj the abundance of my heart 
my mouth hathfpoken. If crimes of the deepeft 
dye under the colour of Chriftian fandtity can 
be ftigmatifed, in the judgement of fome read- 
ers, by any terms of reproach more than com- 
menfurate to their deferts, I grudge no man 
the enjoyment of this opinion; but, amidft the 
inveftives of foes, and the remonflrrances of 
friends', continue to retain my own, and filently 
transfer from myfelf, on deliberate and deep 

con- 
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conviftlon, the difproportion in this cafe to 
fome erroneous principle of adtion in my ob- 
je6tors. The genuine correfppndences of words 
and things, and the reality of moral diflinc- 
tions, will ftill fubfift, in fpite of the prudery, 
the feftidioufnefs, the conftitutional inanima- 
tion or miftaken candour of mankind ; and will 
neither be confounded, nor difrefpeded, with 
impunity. The practical benefits of my pro- 
cedure I could illuftrate by various examples 
of notoriety, if required. Thomas Paine, 
for inftahce, will anfwer Bifliop Watfon's 
pamphlet ; but, I predict, will never venture a 
reply to mine. Wounded pride and confcious 
profligacy have fet their feal upon l}is tongue, 
To have written otherwifc, on the preftnt 9c- 
cafion, were to me flaviih tipiidity from felfiith 
niotives, a mean treachery tp my cpnvi<flion, 
an impious rebellion againft truth, a facrile^ 
gious indifference . to every thing venerablH 
dear^ and facred ; to every thing praife-r 
worthy, and of ^Wr^/(9r/. That awf\ij decla- 
ration of our Lord is ever prefcnt in thefe con-» 
junctures to my mind. Wbofoever Jl^all be 
ajhamed of me and of my words ^ int bis adult e-^. 
rous and finful generation^ of him alfojhalltbe Son 
of Man be ajhamed^ when he c^metb in the glory 

L 2 of 
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fofhis Father with the holy angels : (Mark, yiiu 

38.) 



Civis crat, qui libera poflet 



^Verba animi profcrre, et vitam impenderc vero ! 

This ^fpecies of plain-dealing, this appli^r 
cation of Jharp rebuke y recommended in cafes 
of extreme malignancy ty the fpirited apoftle, 
(Tit. i. 13.) is iinpalataMe and exceptionable 
to thofe alone, whofe infipidity of nature lead$ 
fhem to prefer difcafe with indolence to 
remedy with exertion ; who miftakc earneft^ 
nefs for pajjion^ who are influenced by fcififli 
confidefations of fame or intereftj who arc 
afraid of drawing the attention of an oppo- 
tiq^t, or the public, to a free difcuflion of 
their own characters. No fuppofeable cafe 
of iniquity can be lefs ambiguous, than that 
upon which I have ventured to decide* 
You know. Sir ! who vented dieir indigna- 
tion without r^ftraint againft the Scribes ^ the 
Lawyers f and the Pharifeesi who, Again and 
again, without a ppflibility of affurance beyond 
t^e demonftration of open fkdts, pronounced, 
that depraved generation, vipers, fools, 

and HYPOCRITES. 

Finallyj^ 
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finally. Sir, 1 1 be, jic(^fuaded by ^,, 



fas elt et ab liofte dbcerf,-^< 



J .A 



- . . . . ^ ^. .... 



though Indeed bo'^nenoy, to ctommfciicci andi 
this inftantly, a ferious, refolute, and labori- 
ous fcrutinyNjnto Jii^; religiaus x:reed, which 
you have imbibed from your nurfe and grands 

mother: (2.Tim.,ViiO Take my word for it, 
fome material articles of your faith are nothing 
better than a profane and old^wivej fable: 
( I Tim, iv. 7.) Sweet and bitter water. (James^ 
iii. II.) cannot bubble at the fame time from 
the fame fpring. Apoftafy, falihood, treachery, 
venality, rapacity, corruption, perfecution, 
cruelty, military defpotifm, the deftruftion 
of human happinefs, a boundlefs luft of de- 
vaftation, the deliberate murder of many 
myriads, and, amidft oceans of blood, an infa- 
tiable thirfl for more ^ — all thefe things muft 
be laudable in themfelves, and pleafing in the 
fight of God, or your religion, which fuffers^ 
you to be an accomplice and abettor of thefe 
crimes, muft be a fcheme of impiety and lyes, 
entitled only to univerfal execration, and ripe 
for vengeance. Confder of it ; take advice ; 
and Jpeak your mind : (Judges, xix. 30.) 

With 
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With the finccreft defire for your Ipecdy 
converfion to a founder Chriftianity, for an 
unfeigned repentance, and effeftual amend- 
ment^ I fubfcribe myfelf. Sir f 

Your hearty "well-wifher,^ 



GILBERT WAKEFIELD. 



Hackney, June I2tb, 
1797. 
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I HAVE taken advantage of a vacant page to 
annex a chara6ter of Mr. Pitt fpm a late 
ipeech of Major Cartwright to the in- 
habitants of Bofton : nor do I recoUedt ever to 
have feen a finer fpecimen of vigorous and 
fimple eloquence, than this efFufion of that 
invaluable patriot. 

"Of this feme Mr. Pitt Imuft take a little 
more notice. He formerly told you what I 
now tell you. He told you, it was not fafe 
to truft implicitly in any Minifter, or any man; 
but in your Conftitution, and in your own 
Rights, In my own hearing, he has elo- 
quently mourned over the decay and cor- 
ruption in the reprefentative part of our Go- 
vernment, and pathetically defcribed the thoii- 
land evils flowing from that fource ; quoting 
his illuftrious Father, and other grave and wife 
Statefmen, as agreeing with him in a belief^ 
that, without a Reform in that particular, there 
was for this Nation no falvation. To him, 
perhaps, it was referved, both to give, and to 
fulfil, a dreadful prophecy ! With this quon- 
dam Reformer, whom I was then difpofed to 
hail as a political Meffiah, as the deftincd 

•7 Saviour 
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Saviour of his Country, it was once in par- 
ticular my fortune to dip in the fame diQi^ 
and to drink of the fame cup, as an humble 
diiciple ; — and to join him in a folemn deck- 
ration to the Public, that, * without a Parlia- 
mentary Reformation, neither the Liberties of 
the Nation can be preferved, nor the perma- 
nence of a wife and virtuous Adriiiniflxation 
&cu£ed/ What, then, muft be my feelings, 
when 1 have lived to fee this man a Judas— 
Ae bafeft of all apoftates — felling his Country 
to the very f adtion, whofe corruptions he had 
Gcpofed, for the proud ftation of Prime 
Minifter ; — building the permanency of his 
own wicked Adminiftration on doubly forti^ 
Jying that F Bio n in the firong-holds of power \ 
and, in cold blood, and by falfe accufations, 
attempting to take away the lives of men ^ whofe 
fteady fidelity to the People, and whofe per- 
fcverance in the caufe of Reform, was fo great 
a contraftandjceproachto his own treachery 1" 



BY THE SAME AUTHOR, 



AxA (oW by I. Cuthell, Middlebrow, Holborn j 
and H* Lunn, No. 332, Oxford*ftreet 



1. SILVA CRITICA, five in auaores facros 
profanosque Coramentarius Philologus. 
Cantabrigiae;, typis et fqmptibus Acade- 
micis, 1789, 3s. 6d. 

ft. Silva Critica, pars 11. 1790, Cantab. 3s. 6d. 

3. Silva Critica, pars III. 1792, Cantab. 3s. 6d. 

4. Silva Critica, pars IV. 1793, Londini, 5s. 

5. Silva Critica, pars V. 1795, Ijondini, 3s. 6d. 
6^ Horatii Opera, in 2 torn. i2mo. Lond. 1794. 
7^ Virgilii Maropis Georgicon libri IV. Cantab. 

1788, 3s. 6d, 

8. The Evidences of Chriftianity, or Remarks 

on the Excellency, Purity, and Charafter 
of the Chriftian Religion ; fecond edition^ 
much enlarged, 4s. 6d. 1793. 

9. Poemata, Latine partim fcripta, partim red- 

dita, ^uibus accedunt quaedam in Q. 
Horatium Flaccum Obfervationes Cri- 
ticse, 4to. 2S. Cantab. 1776. 

10. An Enquiry into the Opinions of Chriftian 

Writers of the firft Centuries, concerning 
the Perfon of Jefus Chrift, 1784, 8vo. 4s. 

1 1 . An Effay on Infpiration, confidered chiefly 

with refpefl: to the Evangelifts, 1781, 

28. 6d. 

M 



BY THE SAME AUTHOR. 

12. A New Tranflation of St. Matthew, with a 

copious Commentary, 4to. los. 6d, 1782. 

13. Four lyiarks of Antichrift, is. 

14. A Sermon preached at Richmond, iji Surrey, 

July 29, 1784, a public Thankfgiving- 
Dav, 6d. 

15. Remarks on E>r. Horfley's' Ordination Ser- 

mon, in a Letter . to the Bilhop 6f Glou- 
cefter, 1788, 4d. 

16. A New Tranflation of thofe Parts only of 

the New Teftament which are wrongly 
tranflated in our common Verfion, 2 s. 6d. 
1789. 

17. A Short Enquiry into the Expediency and 

Propriety of public or Social Worfhip, 
third edit. is. 6d. 1792. 

18. Short Strictures on Dr. Prieftley^s. Letter to 

a Young Man, concerning Mr, Wake- 
field's TTreatife on Public Worfhip^ i79?» 
. 6d. • ' 

19. A General Reply to the Arguments agairift 

the Enquiry into Public Worfliip, i79*> 
6d. 

20. A Letter to the Lord .Biftop of St. Pavid's, 

on occafion of a Pamphlet relating to the 
Liturgy of the Churcji of England, afcrib- 
ed to him, is. ^79p- 

2 1 . An Examination of Thomas Palne's Age of 

Reafon : fecond edit, correfted and en- 
larged : with an Appendix to David An* 
drews, in Defence of Chriftianity, 1794,2s. 

22. The Spirit of Chriftianity compared with the 

Spirit of the Times. An improved edi- 
tion, IS. I794* 

23. The Poems ot Mr. Gray, with Notes; 5s. 6d. 



BY THE SAME AUTHOR* 

24. Remarks on the General Orders given by the 

Duke of York to his Army on July 7, 1 794, 
refpecling the Decree of the French Con- 
vention to give no Quarter to the Britifh 
and Hanoverians, is. 1794. 

25. Tragoediariim Graecarum deleftus: conti- 

' nens Here, far. Alceft. Ion. Euripidis ; 
Trachin. Philoft. Sophoclis ; et Eumenid. 
iEfchyli; in 2 torn. 8vo. 16s. 1794. 

26. The Works of Alexander Pope, Efq. with 

Notes, vol. 1. 6s. or on fine paper, 8s. 1 794. 

27. Notes on the remaining Poems of Pope, 

6s. 1796, 

28. Poetical Tranflations from the Ancients, 

Juvenal, Virgil, Lucretius, Horace, &c, 
i2mo. 2s. 6xi. on fine paper, 4s. 1795. 

29. P. Virgilii Maronis Opera, 2 tom* 12s. chart. 

mag. il. IIS. 6d. 

30. A New Tranflation of the New Teftament, 

2 vols. 8vo. fecond edit. i6s. 

31. A New Edition of Pope's Iliad and Odyffey, 

with Notes, critical and illuftrative, n 
vols. 8vo. 1796. 

32. A Reply to Thomas Paine's fecond part 

of the Age of Reafon, is. 6d. 1795. 

33. An Anfwer to the Right Hon. Edmund 

Burke's Attack on the Duke of Bedford 
and Earl of Lauderdale, is. 6d. 1796. 
third edit. 

34. Bionis et Mofchi quae fuperfunt, emendata 

ct illuftrata, 3s. 6d. chart, max. los. 6d. 
nitidiffime imprefla. 1795. 

Juji Publijhed, 

35. A Letter to Jacob Bryant, Efq; on the fub- 

je6i of his Differtation on the War of 
Troy: 4to. is. 6d. 1797. 

7 



